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Dear Constantine :

Thank you for contacting me about net neutrality. I am pleased to learn your views and
appreciate the opportunity to share mine.
 
                    While many experts acknowledge that there is no common definition of net
neutrality, for me it means that internet infrastructure owners and access providers should be a
neutral conduit for the content and data moving through the internet.   For example, it should not
be permissible for internet service providers to favor one content provider over another or
deliver certain content they prefer at faster speeds than content they find less favorable.   At the
same time, certain network management practices are necessary to ensure that internet speeds
are as fast as possible or to alleviate congestion when data traffic slows the network, particularly
to ensure the delivery of emergency communications.
 
                    On December 14, 2017, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) voted on
a 3 to 2 party line basis on the ill-named Restoring Internet Freedom Order, which will repeal
the existing net neutrality protections that were put in place in the 2015 Open Internet Order.
Throughout this year I have been in contact with the FCC expressing my opposition to the
proposed repeal of net neutrality. On August, 4, 2017, along with 10 of my Energy and
Commerce colleagues, I submitted comments to the FCC expressing objections to the effort to
repeal net neutrality rules. Additionally, on December 13, 2017, I sent a letter to FCC Chairman
Ajit Pai requesting that he delay consideration of the Restoring Internet Freedom Order.
Ultimately, the Chairman did not heed either my comments on the order or my request to delay
the vote. Moving forward, a number of states as well as public interest groups have indicated
that they will challenge the FCC’s order in federal court. Please know that I will be following
these proceedings closely as they unfold. Additionally, I have cosponsored H.J. Res. 129,
introduced by Representative Mike Doyle (D-PA), which   would overturn the FCC’s decision
and restore net neutrality protections. As you may know, the Senate passed S.J.Res. 52 on May
16. In order to fully repeal the Chairman Pai’s net neutrality rules, the House must pass identical
legislative language. To that end, I have signed the discharge petition for H.J.Res. 129 so that it
may come to the House floor for a vote.
 
                    There is no doubt that the internet is central to our lives and economy.
Appropriately regulating broadband providers and other internet companies is vital to protecting
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